CHAPTER V.

WOUNDS  AND   INJURIES  AS  AFFECTING   DIFFERENT
PARTS  OF  THE  BODY.

Scalp wounds of an incised nature, unless of considerable Wounds of the
extent, rarely produce serious effects.    Contused wounds   ea '
of tho scalp,, on the other hand, are dangerous, because
of their tendency to assume an erysipalatous character,
Wounds on the head are very various in their results.    The
most serious injuries involving fracture of the skull, and
even loss of a portion of the brain, are sometimes followed
by perfect recovery, whereas the slightest contusions may
be attended by fatal results. A slight blow, leaving scarcely
perceptible marks of injury, may produce abscess of the
brain, and death.    Two of the most dangerous results of a
severe blow on the head are concussion and effusion of blood
on the brain.    In cases of this kind death is sometimes
instantaneous, but at others it does not occur until after
many days.   Taylor points out the necessity of a careful
examination on the part of the medical attendants in order
to distinguish between concussion and the results of intoxi-
cation.    A man may be intoxicated, but at the same time
may also be suffering from concussion.    Dr. Taylor says : * Concussion
" There is nothing in the state   of the brain which will of tl10 lbrain*
enable a practitioner to distinguish whether concussion or
intoxication had existed and had been the cause of the
symptoms. In both cases the vessels may be congested.
The discovery of alcoholic liquid in the stomach may lead
to a presumption that the deceased had been intoxicated,
while marks of violence on the head may favour the view,
that he had suffered from concussion.   At the samotime it

* Vol. 1, p. 639.
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